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Simple, handmade touches will ensure your winter celebrations are
more stylish — and more personal — than ever | FEFEMNBBEMRNL AHEERHEBEA
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THOUGHTFUL TOUCHES

o1

A small token always goes

a long way. Blue box, Inside;
white and gold milk jug,
iDecorate

02

Create a lively and cohesive
tablescape by mixing prints
and patterns in the same colour
palette. Gold candleholder,
QOrganic Modernism; gold vase,
cup and saucer, white and gold
dotted tealight holder, iDeco-
rate; gold flower tealight holder,
Latitude 22N: table runner and
striped box, Inside

03

Use existing metallic pieces

to add sparkle to your holi-
day celebrations. Dinner set,
iDecorate; cutlery, for hire at
Pumpkin HK

04

For potluck parties, elevated
comfort food such as Bread &
Beast's mac and cheese hit the
spot. Marble chopping board,
iDecorate; fork and napkin,
Inside

05

Bread & Beast's devilled eggs
and bacon-wrapped dates are
tasty, easy to make and go well
with any type of cocktail

06

A hint of greenery and twine
give off an organic and rustic
vibe. Dinner set and napkin,
Inside; cutlery, for hire at
Pumpkin HK
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With thoughts turning to all things festive, you've probably already begun finding gifts for
friends and loved ones — but what about the finer details, like party decor and food, that can elevate
your soirée from everyday to extraordinary? We chat to the experts to discover how to add a unique
personal flair to your holiday celebrations.

When it comes to keeping presents personalised and creating conversation-worthy tables,
Christie Simpson, stylist and creative director of iDecorate, an online home decor shop, believes that
inspiration begins at home. She explains, "You don't need expensive wrapping paper — classic brown
paper, old newspapers or even hand-printed paper are just as effective. | have a box full of ribbons,
string, labels, stickers and old cards that | repurpose to give gifts that final flourish."

Even when using regular gift-wrappers, it's easy to add a handmade touch: "Write a personalised
note or use string — clashing the paper's smooth texture with something rougher provides a more
rustic feel,” Christie elaborates. "Sprigs of greenery not only look unique but smell delightfully festive."

Similarly, your Christmas decor can be spruced up without a strand of tacky tinsel in sight:
"Rather than redecorating with typical Christmas decorations, think of things you already own that
can be styled to look festive, saving you money and space. Mixing metallic accents is probably the
quickest way to add a holiday spin to things."
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Christie believes the key to successfully

pulling off a stylish table is staying true to your
personal taste: "l like mixing and matching
ceramics to make my table look fun — but think
carefully about prints and textures to ensure
they're complementary. If your dinner plates are
white, look for side plates that have a print, or
keep your ceramics in one colour, adding printed
napkins to liven it up. Food looks great served
on slate, wooden boards or large ceramic plates,
imparting an organic, hand-crafted feel."

As for the food itself, Chris Cheung
of artisanal sandwich eatery Bread & Beast
recommends an updated version of the classic
roasted bird — ginger-orange-thyme turkey with
a gin and honey glaze. "lt's a recipe | came up
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CHEERS TO CHRISTMAS
01

Bread & Beast's sparkling mulled
wine spritzer - atwist on the
holiday favourite

02

Mr and Mrs Fox's martini bar cart
is stocked with essentials such as
Mancino Vermouth

03

Kervin Unido of Mr & Mrs Fox
crafts tasty, memorable martinis
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2T i s K e e = For those without ovens, he suggests

seafood paella and Brussels sprouts with

pomegranate jewels and toasted walnuts

as impressive, easy-to-make party dishes.

Meanwhile, "garlic, cheese, bread, anchovies,

A S el e olives and spices" are excellent pantry staples
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g s, S T

you can rely on for impromptu gatherings.

"

Of course, any party guest will tell you
that drinks are just as important as food — and
_ _ . experimenting with cool new concoctions will
- : 3 | o e R e ; - s, %1 o r '_ 4 b earn you extra brownie points over store-bought
i g B bevvies. "When | think about celebration, | think
of sparkling drinks," Chris says. With that in mind,
he created a sparkling mulled wine spritzer,
topped with foamed egg white to add colour
and texture. "It's a fizzy twist on a classic drink
. and a fun way to get the party going."
=3 s L i I e B4, = 3 t - Another good idea is to put together a well-

' - 3 : 5 : stocked bar cart, which serves as a handy station
. - when you're hosting cocktail parties as well as
o p— e T H R : I g, RO ' e an ideal year-round entertaining companion. Mr
“f il ol : . - y : & Mrs Fox's version is dedicated to the martini
— featuring top-notch gin, acclaimed Mancino
Vermouth, and a smattering of bitters and
fragrances to craft the most interesting versions.
Start with the Martinez — a smooth, crisp and
utterly stylish drink.

And as for Chris’ favourite Christmas
parties? "It's got to be the ones you don't

remember the next morning!" /
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